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Comprehensive Evergludes Restoration Plan

Diear Mr Dean

On behalf of the St Luele River Indiistive, Be, |am writing this better (o sxpress
our support for the Aquifer Storage and Resovery (ASR) Projects sssocisted with
the Comprebensive Everglades Restorntion Plan (CERP),

Owur mission is 10 see the St, Lucie River restored to good health, We have a plan,
the Indian River Lagoon Restorston Plan (IRLP), which s on schedule o be
muthcnzed m WRDA 2002, and which when implemented will fresult in owr goal
bexng achieved

A eritical assumption, perhaps betier stnted a5 & foundasion sssumption, witkin the
IRLP is that Lake Okeechobee is managed much differently in the fature than it is
today  Thas fisture Lake mansgement regime depends upan the storage projected
within the overall CERP using ASR. 1T ASR is not implemented, the sdverse
effects on Lake Okeschobee and the 51 Lucke and Caloasshatches Estuanes will

he very symbicant,

The fiiled ASR legislation from the 2001 Flarida Legislative session resubied in
muich negntive medin covernge regarding the ASR techsology, The fate of
macrooreanisms b aguifers, the subject of the faded ASR bill, requires fisther
stily, We fully support those shedies, and encourage more rapid evalustion to the
extent possible. Om the cther hand, we agree that if ASR is determined, hased on
ihese spudics, 1o be a threat to fidure water resousoes, it must be dismissed as o
stornge altermative

The sooner we know the answer, the better. There does nol appear 10 be another
storage technology available that csn provide multi-year stomge to allevinte
droughl conditiens, as expersenced by Florda dusing the last year and o balf
ASR technology is pod subject to evapotranspiration or seepage losses and
reuires only an acre or two per ASR well system, and &s such may provide cost-
effective benelits beyond traditional storage technologies such as resesvixre
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alrendy proposed in CERP, However, if it is not gomg to wark, mase traditsonal
storage and more exlensive conservalion measures must be designed and
implemented as soon as possible within the overall Plan,

As presented at the August 2, 2001, Water Resoarce Advisery Commission
mesting, implementation of the CERP ASR projects are proceeding in a slow,
methodical mammer 1o snswer the many questions about applying this siorape
technolopy.

As a member of the Warer Respures Advisory Commission vo the South Flarida
Water Management District, we encournge you 1o continue your efforts with the
1.5, Army Corps of Engineers o conduct ibe meoessary dala collestion and
selentific studies to iruly evalunte the ASR technology for the benefit of
Everglades Restoration as mutlined in the CERP. At the same fime, we
reconsnerd thal the altermatives be ready 1o go ibose studies do not prove the
safety and cost-efectiveness of the ASR companent




